Lysozyme activity of bacteriophage T4 ghosts.
Bacteriophage T4 ghosts were found to possess lysozyme (mucopeptide N-acetylmuramoylhydrolase, EC 3.2.1.17) activity. This enzyme is probably responsible for the lysis from without, observed at high multiplicity of infection, a process independent of the presence of the e gene product which is also a lysozyme. The ghost lysozyme and e lysozyme differed with respect to their requirements for maximal catalytic activity and to some extent in substrate specificity. The ghost lysozyme was released from phage particle by the action of Triton X-100.